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     Addressing the issue of domestic violence in the Spanish-speaking immigrant community is paramount.  Currently, Spanish-language domestic violence services do not adequately meet the need presented.  Because of the growing population of Spanish-speaking immigrants in our community, and the prevalence of domestic violence in all communities, it is imperative that service providers target the needs of Spanish-speaking men and women.

     The isolation, economic dependence, and fear experienced by many survivors of domestic violence are exacerbated within the immigrant community.  The women I spoke with as a weekly overnight bi-lingual crisis line victims’ advocate told me that they did not work and did not have any money.  Their abusive partner was often in charge of all financial matters.  They did not have access to a car, nor did they have a driver’s license.  They rarely left the house and had few, if any, contacts with their larger community.  They did not speak English, were afraid to call the police, and rarely did call.  They were not certain if the dispatcher would be able to speak Spanish.  They weren’t sure if they themselves would be arrested.  They feared the possible deportation of their partner, themselves, or other members of their community.  The elements that make Spanish-speaking women experiencing domestic violence particularly isolated are derived from their immigration status and this constructs barriers to services that are difficult to overcome.

     The issues facing Spanish-speaking perpetrators of domestic violence are slightly different.  Offenders participate in a domestic violence education program.  As men attend, the necessary relationships develop between the group facilitators and among the men that create the foundation upon which men can begin to make positive changes in their lives.  When offenders make these changes, domestic violence is reduced.  Relative to the need, few offender groups are available in the Spanish-language.  Men are often on the list for many months waiting to enter the next available class.  Men in the immigrant community often change addresses and phone numbers frequently. Therefore, they are difficult to contact across time as they wait to enter class.  They have limited options for the location and time they will take the classes.  In contrast, English-speaking men have more ability to select a class.  Limited transportation and long distances to travel often make attending the class difficult for men attending the Spanish-language group.  As a result, offenders are not receiving the services necessary to lessen the likelihood of recidivism and increase victim safety.  

     Expanding outreach of available services to women and dedicating more resources to perpetrators in the Spanish-speaking community are necessary to meet the needs of this population.  Domestic violence is prevalent in all communities.  As service providers, our main interest is in protecting victim safety.  Therefore, it is imperative that we take action to include the Spanish-speaking community in this overall effort.  

