Task Force on Immigration and Domestic Violence
Meeting Minutes

August 5, 2008
I. Call to order
House Speaker James Amann called to order the first meeting of the Task Force on Immigration and Domestic Violence at 11:10am at the LOB Room 1C August 5, 2008. 

II. Roll call

Speaker Amann conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: 
1. Representative Gerald Fox

2. Michelle Noehren, Permanent Commission on the Status of Women

3. Natasha Pierre, Permanent Commission on the Status of Women
4. Michael Culhane, CT Catholic Conference

5. Agnes Maldonado, CT Coalition Against Domestic Violence
6. Robert Fishman, CT Immigration and Refugee Coalition
7. Werner Oyanodel, Latino and PR Affairs Commission

8. Lina Lorenzia, Latino and PR Affairs Commission

9. Enelsa Diaz, Greater Hartford Legal Aid
10. Kara Hart, Greater Hartford Legal Aid
Speaker appointed two committees assigned to the task force.

Committee on Public Safety – Chairman, Steve Dargan or his designee.

Committee on Judiciary – Chairman, Michael Lawlor, or his designee (Rep. Fox)

The members voted on the make up of the committee, vote was then cast and found unanimously in the affirmative. 

Both Senator Andrew McDonald and Senator John Kissel expressed their interest in the task force, however, since both were absent the Speaker decided to keep the task force as a House panel. 

Speaker Amann read aloud the task force scope and charge, which are as follows:
1) Examine current domestic violence laws. 
2) Examine support/assistance available to victims. 
3) Examine law enforcement policies and practices.       

4) Examine other related topics. 
5) Recommend public policy changes, legislative proposals.

Speaker Amann asked if there were any other recommendations. Hearing none, members then voted on the acceptance of the recommendations. Vote was cast. Members voted unanimously in the affirmative.

Kara Hart of the Greater Hartford Legal Aid pointed out that legal aid services for domestic violence have grown. Many illegal immigrants are afraid of being permanently separated from their children, are unaware of how to obtain permanent legal status with or without the assistance of their current spouse and are also unaware of the UV visa available to victims who suffer these crimes. Speaker Amann said that these are acts of empowerment over another person. 

Speaker asked that an invitation be extended to the Attorney Generals office, the States Attorney’s office and the Department of Public Safety.
Natasha Pierre of PCSW offered to share information from the Trafficking of Persons Council. She will forward information to Speaker’s office.  
III. Adjournment

Speaker adjourned the meeting at 11:45am.  

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, August 14 at 10:00am in LOB Room 1C.
Minutes submitted by:  Tracy La Fontaine, Speaker’s Office.
Minutes approved by:  Rep. Gerry Fox
PAGE  
Page - 2 - of 2

