Task Force on Immigration and Domestic Violence
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, August 14, 2008
I. Call to order
Task Force Meeting was called to order at 11:30am in Room 1C at the LOB.
II. Attendance
The following persons were present: 
1) Agnes Maldonado


CT Coalition Against Domestic Violence

2) Andrew Schneider


CT Civil Liberties Union

3) Cheila Serrano


Junta, Inc.

4) David McGuire


CT Civil Liberties Union

5) David Reynolds


CT Catholic Conference

6) Enelsa Diaz


Greater Hartford Legal Aid

7) Kara Hart



Greater Hartford Legal Aid

8) Lina Lorenzia


Latino and PR Affairs Commission

9) Maria Teresa Restepo-Ruiz 
Coordinating Council for Children in Crisis

10)  Michael Culhane


CT Catholic Conference

11)  Natasha Pierre


Permanent Commission on the Status of Women

12)  Rep. Gerald Fox 


(Co-Chair)

13)  Rep. Tom Reynolds 

(Co-Chair)

14)  Robert Fishman


CT Immigration and Refugee Coalition

15)  Sandra Norman-Eady

Office of Legislative Research

16)  Werner Oyanadel


Latino and PR Affairs Commission

Co-Chair Gerald Fox:
Rep. Fox begins the meeting by mentioning last weeks’ introduction of the Task Force with a Press Conference followed by a brief meeting on the organization of the task force. While still in the process of putting the task force together there are certain representatives who expressed interest in joining. The next meeting will be in Sept. at which time he hopes the task force will be fully operational. The goal is to hear from people who are on the frontlines of the problems and to identify those problems so we can find solutions.  We need to be able to propose for the January legislative session in order to implement laws as well as appropriate funding. 

Co-Chair Tom Reynolds:
Rep. Reynolds states he hopes to develop both short and long term recommendations. Short term in the context of the “09” Session. Long term thinking beyond the “09” Session.
Co-Chair Gerald Fox:

First item on the agenda is the introduction of the members and participants of the committee and the organizations they represent and why they feel it’s important to have this task force. As experts explain the problem and what they want to accomplish.
Bob Fishman - President of the Immigration & Refugee Coalition 
Established in 1996, they work with ethnic and religious organizations who are concerned with Immigration and refugee rights. He has copies of the latest demographic report from the Urban Institute dated November 2005 regarding immigrants in the state of CT which maybe helpful.

Dave McGuire – Staff Attorney with ACLU
ACLU has a dedication to all people including immigrants with respect to equal rights. They are interested in the development of policy and programs to provide equal access to everyone.

Kara Hart – Staff Attorney with Greater Hartford Legal Aid

Non Profit Organization which provides civil legal assistance to low income individuals and groups. They work with victims of domestic violence and their programs. They found that as the programs services more immigrants their legal needs were changing. 
Enelsa Diaz – Staff Attorney with Greater Hartford Legal Aid

Practices with women with families and immigrants who are victims of domestic violence who are facing deportation and separation from their children.

Agnes Maldonado – Executive Director on Coalition against Domestic Violence

Currently represent 18 programs around the state of New Mexico - 16 shelters and 2 providers that are affiliated with the shelters. They provide counseling, shelter, housing and some legal services. Work closely with legal aid.
Sandra Norma – OLR

Cheila Serrano – Junta (in place of Director)
Work with attorneys from John Law School to help victims of domestic violence. They offer psychology and financial classes as well as offer family services. They try to offer more solutions to the victims’ problems.

Lina Lorenzi – Legislative Analyst for Latino & Puerto Rican Affairs Comm. 

(Fill in for F. Betancourt) 

Part of the General Assembly - this commission focuses on developing policy that affects the Latino community as a whole. They want to be part of the recommended solutions with a desire to develop practical solutions. 

Werner Oyanadel – Latino & Puerto Rican Affairs Comm. Principal Legislative Analyst. 
· Advises the Governor and Legislators on issues such as Human Trafficking. 
· Provides feedback on legislation on issues concerning the issuance of CT Drivers  License’s for Immigrants. 
· Conducted research on the Supreme Courts decision on Joe vs. Blinders legal terms for  undocumented children to have an education in CT.
· Work with CT Coalition against Domestic Violence. Held a public hearing @ state level where a series of questions were asked to the Latino members of the community on how DV impacts them directly. 

· Maintain direct contact with the New Haven Institute in assisting immigrants with legal questions.

Maria Teresa Restrepo – Ruiz:  Coordinating Council for Children in Crises.

Non profit agency. CCCC have been working with survivors of DV since 1986 and has worked with immigrant women facing DV for 11 yrs. Ms. Restrepo – Ruiz has served 2 yrs as DV clinician, she currently provides therapy and offers legal assistance.
*At this time Rep. Fox requests Maria’s written testimony which she summarizes. 

Michael Culhane – Executive Director CT Catholic Conference

Public Policy and Advocacy office of 6 catholic bishops of CT. The Bishops are concerned with the number of aspects dealing with the problem of immigration. On May 1, 2008 the bishops issued a pastoral statement regarding their position on immigration. They strongly promote the establishment of the task force.
Rep. Fox thanks members for their participation. 

Agenda – III. Review the August 4, 2008 Minutes:
Open for discussion – Hearing none. Rep. Fox proceeds.

Agenda – IV. Review of Task Force Goals:
1. Examine current domestic violence laws

2. Examine support/assistance available to victims

3. Examine current law enforcement policies and practices

4. Examine other related topics

5. Recommend public policy changes, legislative proposals.

Comments:

Maria Teresa Restrepo questions how the laws on DV apply to immigrants and authorized immigrants?

Rep. Fox responds that laws currently drafted on domestic violence apply to everyone. The purpose of this task force is to address problems specifically geared toward the immigration communities with a need to look at existing laws to see if there is in some way a negative impact being felt by these women and if changes are needed to make it fair for everyone. An ongoing dialog will continue as we face this process.
Rep. Fox approved the goals set forth last meeting.

Agenda – V: Recommendations for Additional Task Force Members:
· Chief Public Defender, State and Attorney Generals’ Office

· Legislators and Representatives

· Representatives of the teenage community (i.e. counselors, teachers. etc)
· Law enforcement – State & Local Police
· CT Police Chief Association

· Representative of various minority groups and other immigrant communities 

· State agency representatives: Dept of Public Safety, Dept. of Children and Families 

· From the State coalition on DV (the number of women centers on ground working on this issue) Interest in hearing expert testimony on what they see on the field. 

· NAACP – Interested?

· Casinos (large and growing immigrant population there.) There is a newly established CT Asian Coalition headquartered in Norwich which represents many of those casino workers.   
Michael Culhane stated that Neil O’Leary - Chief of Police, City of Waterbury has expressed an interest. 
Kara Hart suggested reviewing list of members who belong to the human trafficking council.

Natasha Pierre feels every group needs an agency as strong as the Latino group to be represented.

Rep. Fox spoke with Rep. Tong an active member of the Asian American Community who expressed his interest in the task force. 

Rep. Reynolds suggested any academics with expertise or those who have done research could either serve as members or participants.
Agenda IV: Meeting schedule and timetable to accomplish goals:
· Anticipate presenting a proposal to the General Assembly in January when Session convenes. 
· 2 meetings per month between now and December until a consensus is reached and         recommendations are met.

· Meeting will be educational – there’s research to do on where we currently stand.

· Public Hearings with respect to experts in the fields who are ready to testify.

· Share with legislative staff your schedule date so as many people can be here as possible.

Rep. Reynolds recommends scheduling dates and times between now and the end of calendar year so that everyone will have a clear timetable of what are intentions are. 
(i.e.) Presenters at first 2 meetings – Testimony at next 2 meetings etc…. by Jan. 

Bills don’t need to be written but the concepts need to be written out. 

Agenda VII: Existing Studies and Reports

Review enclosed package materials

· OLR Report on Domestic Violence dated Feb 5, 2007

· OLR Report on State Program Access for Non-Citizens dated: May 19, 2005
· CT GA Memo on U.S. Census Data in Immigrants Living in CT dated: Aug 8, 2008

· Werner offers a comprehensive report on the Urban Institute on immigrants in the U.S. He   suggests inviting the main author Andy Capps from WA. to give presentation of his finding to Task Force. 

· Rep. Fox suggests having CT experts as well as National Experts come in and share their experiences.

· Compile information for members before next meeting in order for them to have time to review reports as well as other data and articles as we proceed.

· Werner collected information pertaining laws and services provided by different states as a result of different legislation across the country dealing with similar questions.  For Task Force purposes to use as a tool of reference. 
· Rep. Reynolds asks OLR to prepare master syllabus of all reports. Have citations available.

Agenda VIII. Presenter: Agnes Maldonado, Executive Director, CT Coalition Against Domestic Violence:
*Agnes summarizes her presentation packet.

Co-Chair Tom Reynolds asked Agnes the number of current state funding for programs in women’s centers and what trends exist relative to state support of these programs?

Agnes states that State support is low. Compared to New Mexico, 34 shelters in New Mexico $12 mil went to all programs. In CT only $2 Mil went to programs. More state funding is needed. 80% is coming from the Federal level the other 20% is the foundations corporation or State. 

CT does not have a 24/7. Victims stay alone at shelters, most incidents happen at night and weekends with no coverage provided. There are only 3 states across the country including Alabama and Mississippi who do not have 24/7 coverage. As one of the richest states we should have coverage and be pro-active in providing programs for neglected and substance abuse since they impact domestic violence.  Funding is needed and assistance is asked.

Co-Chair Rom Reynolds asks OLR to research with assistance from colleagues in the fiscal office to provide a report on what current programs are being state funded. What trends are relative to that funding? Is there any federal funds that have come to the state for that purpose? How does it compare to other states? Does the National Association have that data?
Werner Oyanadel asks Agnes If the 23,000 crises calls received at CCADV are only in English? Agnes replies that judging from other states there is a need in translation in other languages. Calls coming in approx 25% to 35% of immigrants have language barriers.  They have received a $25,000 funding for the language line.

Werner Oyandel mentions the high profile domestic violence murder case in San Francisco. He asks in regards to that murder, can the Mobile Active Response System be implemented in CT? Agnes not familiar with it but will gather info. 

Werner Oyanadel commented on the Justice and Courage Oversight Panel charged to identify what gaps were in the criminal response to domestic violence. Report was issued by the panel which led to the creation of the interpretation program which uses a commercial vendor language line in mobile phones donated by AT&T. Agnes adds that the $25,000 funding will go towards implementing the language lines across state. They currently have phones from Verizon. Wireless provides cells annually, 3,000 minutes which is not enough. The center provides 50 phones to victims in extreme circumstances. Other phones have access to 911 but no minutes attached. More services are needed.

Co-Chair Gerald Fox asks what she feels are the language groups that need representation. 

Agnes replies that the language line just started July 1st. The National Hotline covers various language barriers.
Co-Chair Fox asks how the language line works.  Agnes replies that when you call the line you have access to be translated to your language. The shelters manager can immediately determine the services needed. Anyone in CT can access this line as long as they have access to the programs.

Kara Hart explains how Legal Aid utilizes this service if they do not have in house interpretation capabilities. This is a service contract thru a private company. Person calls or comes in the office, they call the line, provide their account number and inform them of the desired language or they assist in determining the language and connect with a live person within one minute. They also provide documented translation services.

Co-Chair Gerald Fox asks the panel for any remaining questions. Hearing None.

III. Adjournment

Co-Chairs adjourned the meeting at 12:45pm.  

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sept 9 at 10:00am in LOB Room 1D.
Minutes submitted by:  Tracy La Fontaine, Speaker’s Office.
Minutes approved by:  
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