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Personal Background – Jane F. Rodas
· Graduate of Dartmouth College and Duke University School of Law

· Director of Human Trafficking program at IIC

· Member of Connecticut’s federal STOP-IT taskforce

· Served on CT Taskforce regarding Human Trafficking issues

· Served as Trainer in the PCSW/OVS Train the Trainer sessions

International Institute:
· Non-profit, non-sectarian social service agency dedicated to the needs of immigrants, refugees and their families
· Assistance in family immigration matters
· Refugee resettlement
· Services to trafficking victims in Connecticut
· Outreach on above issues to professionals and community groups
Work with trafficking victims; am aware that this committee has discussed some of the issues concerning trafficking.  can be understood, in some cases, as subset of domestic violence victims.  Frustration faced in Connecticut, and nationally, is difficulty identifying victims.  Failure to identify for myriad of reasons:

· Afraid of law enforcement, of anyone in authority; fear of unknown

· Reluctance to stray from rehearsed stories that were given

· Cultural/religious backgrounds that create barriers

· Fear for families or fear that families will learn of what they are doing

· Empathy/emotional dependence on traffickers

· Feelings of embarrassment/complicity in actions; do not see themselves as victims

· Language barriers/Communication through interpreter
One of biggest challenges to providing services to the trafficking population both in Connecticut, and nationally, is housing. Can take great deal of time in trafficking situation ( as in DV) to build trust; need safe and secure place for victims to stay in that period.
Find ways to communicate to undocumented immigrants that they have rights:
· Rights with regard to labor issues

· Rights with regard to housing issues

· Rights with regard to personal violence

By building on these other issues, can create atmosphere of trust, which can make someone feel safe to reach out for help regarding domestic violence

Communicate to undocumented that there are agencies available to provide assistance 

Address Sensitive Cultural issues

· Promote understanding among service providers, medical professionals, law enforcement and other community leaders about cultural differences.  Encourage atmosphere of understanding without judging.  Understanding will improve communication; judging will discourage victim from reaching out

· We sometimes find with refugee or other immigration clients that certain behaviors may be accepted within their cultures, but are not accepted in US and can have unintended consequences.  Violence within the family is a perfect example.  Need education/understanding about laws and expectations in this country 

Work with ethnic community groups; strong leaders within those communities who can have impact
Provide funding for PSAs addressing these issues
Thank you
Jane F. Rodas, Esq.
Director, Project Rescue & Assist New Americans
International Institute of Connecticut, Inc.

670 Clinton Avenue

Bridgeport, CT  06605

203/336-1041

projrescue@iiconn.org
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