Task Force on Domestic Violence in Immigrant Communities
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, October 28, 2008
I. Call to order
Co-Chair Tom Reynolds called to order the regular meeting of the Task Force on Domestic Violence in Immigrant Communities at 10:00 AM on Thursday, Oct 28, 2008 in LOB Room 1D.

II. Roll Call

Present:
Rep. Tom Reynolds


Co-Chair

Rep. Kelvin Roldan
Deborah DelPrete – Sullivan
Legal Council, Chief Public Defenders Office

David Reynolds


CT Catholic Conference

Natasha Pierre


Permanent Commission on the Status of Women

Linda Cimino


Office of Victim Services

Enelsa Diaz



Legal Council, Greater Hartford Legal Aid

Kara Hart



Legal Council, Greater Hartford Legal Aid

Raymond Bechard


Ahava Kids

Sandra Norman-Eady

Office of Legislative Research

Lucian Luther St. Germain

CT State Police

Kenneth Edwards, Jr.

Chief States Attorney’s Office

Werner Oyanadel


Latino & PR Affairs Commission

Paul Killoran


Sergeant CT State Police

Elisa Villa



Supervisory Assistant Public Defender, Bristol
Theresa Dalton


Supervisory Assistant Public Defender, Waterbury

Akima Baikum 


Staff Attorney on behalf of Michelle Cruz
Wendy Kwalwasser


Dept. of Children and Family

Michael Murphy


Office of Fiscal Analysis



Absent: 

Rep. Gerald Fox


Co-Chair

Rep. Arthur O’Neil

Rep. Mike Lawler

Rep. Peggy Sayers

Rep. Steve Dargan

Sen. Andrew McDonald

Sen. John Kissel

Neil O’Leary


Waterbury Chief of Police

Agnes Maldonado


 CT Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Maria Teresa Restrepo-Ruiz
Coordinating Council for Children in Crisis

Erin Albright


Legal Aid, Ahava Kids

Lina Lorenzia


Latino & PR Affairs Commission

Chelia Serrano


Junta, Inc.

Kevin Dunn



Sr. Domestic Violence Prosecutor

Michael Culhane


CT Catholic Conference

Andrew Schneider


CT Civil Liberties Union

David McGuire


CT Civil Liberties Union

Fernando Betancourt

Latino & PR Affairs Commission

Michelle Noehren


Permanent Commission on the Status of Women

Susan Storey


Chief Public Defender

III. Review of the October 28, 2008 Minutes – Accepted and Approved 
IV.    Meeting Schedule
Friday, November 14th  (Group will break into 2 different rooms.)
10:00-10:30 Rm 2E       Opening remarks, general business, updates. etc.   

10:30-11:45 Rm 2D
      Break into focus groups

11:45-12:00 Rm 2E       Task Force reconvenes


Tuesday, November 25th Rm 2E, LOB
Tuesday, December 9th   Rm 2E, LOB
         Tuesday, December 16th Rm 2E, LOB
V.     Agenda for Next Meeting:
Nov 14th- OFA will have data prepared on funding for Domestic Violence Programs.
A portion will be discussed over the transition into a “Working Phase” in which the task force will be broken into 2 sub-groups – Appropriations and Judiciary.

Rep. Fox will oversee the Judiciary group which will explore statutory recommendations.
Rep. Reynolds will oversee the Appropriations group whose focus will be on funding.  

Members are encouraged to focus on which group they would like to serve. These sub-goups can decide to meet independently or schedule additional meetings if necessary, A fourth Task Force meeting on December 14th will allow sub committees to meet more frequently if necessary. 
IV. Presenter: 
Sergeant Paul Killoran, CT State Police. – Presents a 5 year overview of Family Violence Arrests and Homicides by Municipality Report. 
V. Co-Presenters:
Theresa Dalton and Elisa Villa Present “A Public Defenders Perspective on Non-Citizen Demestic Violence Cases”. 
VIII.   Adjourn
    Co-Chair Tom Reynolds Adjourned the meeting at 12:30 PM.
Minutes submitted by:  Tracy La Fontaine
Minutes approved by:  Co-Chairs: Gerald Fox and Tom Reynolds
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