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Deficit Mitigation Legislation

A plan for honest accountability and fiscal responsibility that protects jobs 
and vital services

OFA Deficit Projection --  $1.353 billion.

Democrats’ Deficit Mitigation Package -- $1.218 billion 

Governor’s Deficit Mitigation Package --  $1.09 billion

We were able to find more cuts and savings than the Governor, particularly in the area of off-budget 
(“non-appropriated”) accounts in the amount of $220 million as identified by OFA.
· This allowed us to continue to help protect seniors, the disabled and 
working-class families from onerous cuts proposed by the Governor.

· In this bill we create a new benefit that will save about 35,000 ConnPACE clients at least $1,200 per year, ensure they are eligible for prescription and health benefits, and the state will save $4 million per year. 
· One significant example is defending seniors from cuts proposed by the Governor that would discontinue payment for non-formulary drugs under Medicare Part D.
· Another example is protection for dental care for low-income adults. The Governor wants to limit visits to emergencies.

The legislation continues to protect our investment in clean energy by rejecting the Governor’s cuts to the Renewable Energy Investment Fund and the Energy Conservation Fund.

· These funds are important for saving or creating thousands of jobs as we work toward making our state more energy efficient.

Our package agrees that there are substantial savings to be achieved in labor costs. The Governor’s expectations are reasonable.

· It is incumbent upon the Governor and her hired negotiator to accelerate negotiations with the state employee unions to achieve these savings.

On new revenue, we agree with the Governor on water bottle deposits. That makes sense from a fiscal and environmental perspective.

· We disagree with the Governor that encouraging people to drink all night long at the casinos to boost revenue is good policy.

We agree with the Governor’s projection of anticipated federal stimulus money and with the use of the Rainy Day fund as proposed by the Governor.
We are pleased we were able to find additional savings and encourage the Governor to continue to use her rescission authority as we work together to balance this year’s budget. 
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