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                                                                       61 Rolling Green Road, Bethany, CT 06524
                                                                                 Coordinator: Lee Grannis
                                    Pnone:  203-627-3715  Email:  lgrannis@snet.net  or grannis@nhcleancities.org    

January 24, 2010

SUBJECT:  Recommendations for “Green Jobs Group”

Representative Nardello:

I have included several suggestions per your request to promote “Green Jobs”.  Unfortunately I will not be able to attend the January 28th, 2010 meeting because of a national conference I will be attending Washington, DC.  Below are my recommendations:

1.  Establish a State Energy Office staffed with people who are recognized as experts in their field that are not from existing state agencies.  The office needs to work for the Office of Management and Policy (OPM)  , but preferably directly under the governor.  Functional areas should include:  Transportation energy, electric energy, bioenergy, wind energy, energy efficiency, emission reduction, grants, conservation, climate change, energy education at the state Department of Education, public outreach and any other energy related activity.  This agency should control 50% of the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program funds and have significant control over Clean Energy Funds.  The agency should also have the authority to put together energy projects and develop energy related business opportunities. Since we do not have an energy office the state is losing out on a lot of federal funding for energy and green energy projects and programs.

2. The definition of Energy in the State of Connecticut documents and agencies has to include “Transportation Energy” since it is 40% of our energy use.  Currently it only applies to electric generation.

3. The definition of “Green Jobs”  in inherent in the various federal  Energy Policy Acts, starting with EPAct 1992.  In the case of the Clean Cities Coalitions it includes the Green Transportation area which includes: 

A.  The Reduced Use of Foreign Petroleum  

B. The Reduction of Harmful Emissions 

C. Reduction of Green House Gases

D. The use of alternative fuels for transportation: Electricity, hydrogen, ethanol (includes blends), biodiesel, Compressed Natural Gas (CNG), Li quified Natural Gas (LNG), Biodiesel (includes blends) , Hydrogen/Natural Gas Blend, Fuel Economy, Hybrids and Idle Reduction

E. The promotion of infrastructure for fueling or promoting the above green transportation modes

4. The bureaucracy and the leadership of the community college system at the state level has to be changed in order to facilitate the promotion and implementation “Green Jobs”  We need more nationally recognized certificate programs not degrees offered at the Community College Level:

A.  The Community College system bureaucracy makes it possible for outside organizations to work with community colleges especially if an outside organization wants to contribute funding for a joint project.  It takes a year for that to be approvals to be accomplished.

Cont’t.
B. Any initiatives by a community college staff to get national funding is subverted by the state staff, which happened recently by the North Haven Campus of Gateway Community College.

C. The facility infrastructure at Gateway Community College is not capable of utilizing all of its training equipment due to not having adequate electrical power for the Automotive Department.  Gateway Community College has training programs to train regular and “Green” vehicle technicians, which cannot be expanded or used to its potential because of the infrastructure issue.

D. In order to facilitate the development and implementation of “Green Jobs” and advanced technology jobs a Center for Sustainable Energy must be established.
5.  The State of Connecticut has very little matching funds or user friendly mechanisms to go after federal funding, specifically grants that require 50% matches that the US Dept, of Energy has. This is especially true for an outside organization trying to team up with the state. If it happens it is the state’s way or no way.

6. The State of Connecticut has such as personnel shortage that it cannot take advantage of grants offerings since state agencies don’t have the manpower to manage grants.

7. There is not a direct link for energy funding except for OMB, which is over whelmed.  DEP has links with the US EPA;  CONNDOT has link with the US DOT (FTA and FHWA).  There is no like organization for a link to the US Dept of Energy.  This would be filled by the creation of a “State Energy Office”, and the four Connecticut Clean Cities can only do so much, working with USDOE, but have not official state authority.

8. There  is two state managed fund sources that could be immediately used for “Green Jobs”

A.  The Federal Highway Administration allocates Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program funds through CONDOT each year.  A part of the funds are used for funding the incremental cost or alternative fueled vehicles and vehicle tail pipe emission reduction on buses.  The federal rules for the use of the funds allow the use of these funds for alternative fuel infrastructure.  CONDOT refuses to allow this funding to be used for infrastructure, which is done in many states.  Currently the contractor who has the contract to renovate the state rest stops is looking for funding to put alternative fueling infrastructure on the 21 sites.  I recommend  50% of the CMAQ funds control be taken away from CONDOT and used to facilitate “Green Jobs” through alternative fuel infrastructure “Green Jobs”.  We have companies here is Connecticut that could put that money to the development of “Green Jobs” in this area.

B. The Clean Energy Fund is not allowed to use their funds to fund transportation projects, which will have to be changed soon to participate in transportation electric plug-in projects.  This would be a source of advanced electric charging infrastructure that would spur Connecticut Companies who produce electric plug-in and truck stop idle reduction products, which would increase their “Green Job” hiring. This applies to 8.A. above.

Con’t

9.  The labor Unions should be included in a “Green Jobs” program.  At the national level the US Dept of Labor (USDOL)works closely with union to promote “Green Jobs”.  They also have expertise that I do not believe has been tapped in this area. In addition there is a lot of USDOL “Green Jobs” funding in place or coming soon.

10. The bureaucracy at the state level is stifling and counterproductive when it comes to trying to match state funds with federal funds for a non-state run organization.  The administrative costs are increased to the point that it is a shameful waste of the funds that could be used for a project.  In the case of the Greater New Haven Clean Cities we go out of our way to stay away from state matching funds for a project.  There is one exception with federal SEP funds that come through the state from the USDOE.  The office that handles DOE funds at the State Office of Management and Policy (OPM) has done an excellent job of managing SEP funds that Connecticut has awarded to the four CT Coalitions.

11. Project siting is still and problem for the long run as it relates to companies wanting to bring “Green Manufacturing” to the state.  In addition as most everyone knows Connecticut is a very expensive state to operate in.  The authority of the 168 town and cities with various and differing zoning laws, which makes it very difficult to locate in the state.  

12. Connecticut is one of four states that do not have a Neighborhood Electric Vehicle law or some call it a Slow Speed Vehicle law.  The federal government enacted the NEV law at their level, but state must also enact their version.  If this law were enacted, NEV electric vehicles would be allowed on our 35 MPH and slower speed limit road.  This would help reduce pollution and the need for some full size cars.  Currently a version of the law has been enacted for college campuses.  This is the link to the information about the law and vehicle requirements in various states:  http://electricdrive.org/index.php?ht=d/sp/i/2551/pid/2551    http://electricdrive.org/index.php?ht=d/sp/i/11284/pid/11284               
This concludes my recommendations.  Feel free to contact me for clarification.  I will be at the Electric Drive Transportation Conference, during your next meeting, in Washington DC drumming up support for vehicle OEMs and others to buy Connecticut made “Green Equipment”.

Lee Grannis

Coordinator     
Greater New Haven Clean Cities Coalition, Inc

203-627-3715                                                                
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