
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 was enacted in an effort to stimulate economic recovery and ensure that hard-working Americans are given the opportunity to go back to work or continue to work in a dynamic and growing economy.  The Act also includes funding to spur investment in energy efficiency technologies, including $3 million for rebates for residential and commercial solar photovoltaic (PV) systems.  
Unfortunately, Connecticut’s energy efficiency programs create barriers for Connecticut’s skilled tradespeople to become eligible as certified installers.  Under current law, E-1 and E-2 electrical license holders are duly authorized to perform solar photovoltaic work. However, the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund requires licensed electricians to meet unnecessary training and experience requirements which have severely limited their opportunity to compete for solar PV jobs in Connecticut. As a result, there are currently only 29 certified solar PV installers in Connecticut.  
To promote the development of the clean energy technology industry and position Connecticut to become a leader in solar energy technologies, we recommend the following: 

( Enhance training opportunities in solar photovoltaic technologies by: 

1) Allowing licensed electricians to complete a certificate training program, as determined by the Electrical Examining Board, to become certified installers eligible to participate in the state’s Clean Energy Fund programs;

2) Strengthening solar PV training components in the state’s electrical apprenticeship programs; and

3) Supporting apprenticeship training opportunities for Connecticut’s young people.

( Expand opportunities for Connecticut businesses and residents to utilize solar photovoltaic technologies by eliminating unnecessary obstacles for Connecticut’s licensed electricians to become certified installers under the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund programs;

( Promote consumer safety and confidence in solar PV technologies by tightening up licensing laws to ensure that such systems are only installed by qualified individuals. 


