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TodayToday’’s Goals Goal

Compare how a 15 and 16 year old move Compare how a 15 and 16 year old move 
through the juvenile justice and criminal through the juvenile justice and criminal 
justice systemsjustice systems
Highlight differencesHighlight differences
Illustrate where client interacts with Public Illustrate where client interacts with Public 
Defender staff in each venueDefender staff in each venue



Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault 2Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault 2
16 year old16 year old

Initial Contact 
with Police

Make an arrest. 



Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault 2Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault 2
15 year old15 year old

Initial Contact
with Police

Issue a warning and release 
the juvenile.

Confer with parents and 
release the juvenile.

Make a referral to a 
community-based organization.

Make a referral to formal 
diversion services, where 
available (JRB, YSB, etc.).

Make an arrest. Can take 
juvenile to detention.



Possession with Intent to SellPossession with Intent to Sell
Assault 2Assault 2

16 year old16 year old
In Adult CourtIn Adult Court

Court ordered evaluations are rareCourt ordered evaluations are rare
Will generally not be supervised while out on Will generally not be supervised while out on 
bondbond
Cases take months to resolve Cases take months to resolve 
CourtCourt’’s focus is on community and victim s focus is on community and victim 
safety.  Offendersafety.  Offender’’s treatment or s treatment or ““best best 
interestinterest”” secondary or not consideredsecondary or not considered



Possession with Intent to SellPossession with Intent to Sell
Assault 2Assault 2

15 year old15 year old
In Juvenile Court:In Juvenile Court:

Mental health and substance abuse Mental health and substance abuse 
evaluations availableevaluations available
Probable probation supervision while case Probable probation supervision while case 
is pending is pending 
Case will generally be resolved within 4 Case will generally be resolved within 4 
monthsmonths
Court must balance community safety, Court must balance community safety, 
victimvictim’’s position and best interest of the s position and best interest of the 
accused  accused  



Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault2 Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault2 

15 year old15 year old

Eligible for transferEligible for transfer
under C.G.S. Sec. 46bunder C.G.S. Sec. 46b--
127(b) at the discretion127(b) at the discretion
of the prosecutorof the prosecutor

16 year old16 year old

Eligible for treatment as Eligible for treatment as 
a Youthful Offender ata Youthful Offender at
the discretion of the the discretion of the 
prosecutorprosecutor



Possession with Intent to SellPossession with Intent to Sell

16 YEAR OLD16 YEAR OLD
MAXIMUM PENALTYMAXIMUM PENALTY

Ranges from Ranges from 7 years7 years
to to life in  prisonlife in  prison for a for a 
repeat, non drug repeat, non drug 
dependent  offender.  dependent  offender.  

Fines up to $250,00Fines up to $250,00

15 YEAR OLD15 YEAR OLD
MAXIMUM PENALTYMAXIMUM PENALTY

••SJO OFFENSESJO OFFENSE

••4 year commitment to DCF4 year commitment to DCF
plus 18 month plus 18 month 
extension=extension=

5 5 ½½ years at CJTS or years at CJTS or 
other residential facilityother residential facility



Assault 2Assault 2
15 year old 15 year old 

MAXIMUM PENALTYMAXIMUM PENALTY

SJO OFFENSESJO OFFENSE-- 4 Year4 Year
Commitment to DCF Commitment to DCF 

18 month extension= 18 month extension= 
55½½ years years 

Placement at CJTS or Placement at CJTS or 
other residential facilityother residential facility

16 year old16 year old
MAXIMUM PENALTYMAXIMUM PENALTY

Class D Felony Class D Felony 

5 years in prison5 years in prison



Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault 2Possession with Intent to Sell/Assault 2
Differences Prior to ArraignmentDifferences Prior to Arraignment

15 year old15 year old

CAN BE DETAINED CAN BE DETAINED 
WITHOUT A COURT WITHOUT A COURT 
ORDERORDER

HELD WITHOUT BOND HELD WITHOUT BOND 
UNTIL NEXT BUSINESS UNTIL NEXT BUSINESS 
DAYDAY

MUST WAIT FOR MUST WAIT FOR 
ARRAIGNMENT IN ARRAIGNMENT IN 
HOME VENUE COURT IF HOME VENUE COURT IF 
NOT FROM NOT FROM 
JURISDICTION OF A JURISDICTION OF A 
JDCJDC

16 year old16 year old

BOND SET AT POLICE BOND SET AT POLICE 
STATIONSTATION

BOND REVIEWED BY BOND REVIEWED BY 
BAIL COMMISSIONER BAIL COMMISSIONER 
AT THE POLICE AT THE POLICE 
STATIONSTATION

ACCUSED CAN POST ACCUSED CAN POST 
BOND AND BE BOND AND BE 
RELEASEDRELEASED



Possession with Intent to SellPossession with Intent to Sell

PROCESS FOR A 15 YEAR OLDPROCESS FOR A 15 YEAR OLD
SHOWING PUBLIC DEFENDER SHOWING PUBLIC DEFENDER 

CONTACT POINTSCONTACT POINTS



release  to guardian with a 
summons for court

admit to detention

Court hearing

order of detention suspended orders released without orders

Apply for Public Defender
and

Intake by social 
worker and  investigator

referred for social work and 
investigation

to create release plans

referred for investigation 
and or social 

work for pretrial planning

POLICE CONTACT
15 year old

educational advocates
mental health evaluations
social work assessments

mental health assessment
substance abuse screening

suicide screening
education from municipality

transfer



pretrial conference
juvenile court

agreement decision to go to trial

referral for social work and 
investigation

trial

not guilty

no more court
involvement

Guilty

referred for 
social work for 

dispositional plan 
referral to CSSD for 

predispositional study

sentencing

discharge
no more involvement

probation Commit to
DCF

PD remains involved 
until

sentence is over



Possession With Intent to Sell/Assault 2Possession With Intent to Sell/Assault 2

PROCESS FOR A 16 YEAR OLD PROCESS FOR A 16 YEAR OLD 
SHOWING PUBLIC DEFENDER SHOWING PUBLIC DEFENDER 

CONTACT POINTSCONTACT POINTS



POLICE CONTACT
16 YEAR OLD

Arrest

WPTA HELD ON
BOND

POST 
BOND

Arraignment
Intake by 

investigator

PD 
appointed

Referral for 
social work Continuances/Pretrial

agreement decision to go to trial



agreement decision to go to trial

referral for 
investigation

TRIAL

Guilty Not 
Guilty

Referral
for Social

Work

PSI, if a felony

SENTENCING



Possession with Intent to SellPossession with Intent to Sell
Sentencing OptionsSentencing Options

15 year old15 year old
ProbationProbation

MST, MDFT, other MST, MDFT, other 
programsprograms
Emily J. Services Emily J. Services 
Risk Reduction CentersRisk Reduction Centers
Sex offender treatment Sex offender treatment 

Commitment to DCFCommitment to DCF
CJTSCJTS
Residential PlacementResidential Placement

Specialized ProgramsSpecialized Programs
Sex offender, Sex offender, 
Substance abuse, etc.Substance abuse, etc.

Educational reEducational re--entryentry

16 year old16 year old
ProbationProbation

Regular supervisionRegular supervision
May get DCF help if May get DCF help if 
already involvedalready involved
No specialized No specialized 
programs for sex programs for sex 
offensesoffenses

Commitment to DOCCommitment to DOC
Manson Youth Manson Youth 
InstitutionInstitution
York Correctional York Correctional 
InstitutionInstitution



Public Defender CostsPublic Defender Costs
JUVENILE COURTJUVENILE COURT

More social workers More social workers 
More AttorneysMore Attorneys
Office space in areas Office space in areas 
where courts are not where courts are not 
combined in one facilitycombined in one facility
Training on legal and Training on legal and 
treatment needs of treatment needs of 
clients clients 
Educational SpecialistsEducational Specialists

ADULT COURTADULT COURT

Transfer some staff Transfer some staff 
from large G.A. courts from large G.A. courts 
to juvenileto juvenile
Reallocate staff in Reallocate staff in 
combined courthousescombined courthouses
Staffing needs Staffing needs 
dependant on dependant on 
structure of new structure of new 
system and number of system and number of 
clients servedclients served


