State of Connecticut

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
JUVENILE JURISDICTION POLICY AND OPERATIONS COORDINATING COUNCIL

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, December 21, 2011

2:00 PM in Room 2C of the LOB 

I.   Convene Meeting

Co-Chair Toni Walker called the meeting to order at 2:11 PM.  

The following committee members were present:  

Walker, T.; LaMotte, V.; Anderson, A.; Alves, J.; Carbone, W.; Carino, F.; Claire, B.; Glynn, H.; Haller, S.; Holder-Winfield, G.; Keller, C.; Kramer, M.; Meckel, L.; Rapillo, C.; Salvatore, J.; Bramley, E.; Spak, C.; Stone, M.; Lyddy, C.
Absent were:

Harp, T.; Caldwell-Gaines, V.; Cunningham, C.; Kissel, J.; Kouzoujian, L.; Maddox, M.; Quinn, B.; Sabato, P.

II.   Remarks by the Chairs/Introduction of new council member
Co-Chair Walker welcomed everyone in attendance.  

Co-Chair LaMotte shared information on the CT Consortium on School Attendance, which has been in operation for more than 10 years and includes 27 districts within the state. Information will be shared with council members electronically.  

Co-Chair Walker introduced Rep. Chris Lyddy from Newtown as the newest member of the council. She stressed the importance of legislators being involved in this process and thanked Rep. Lyddy for working with the council.  She also spoke of New York’s efforts to replicate Connecticut’s progress on “raise the age.” A few council members attended a recent meeting with the New York Sentencing Commission, which is tasked to present an implementation plan for New York.  
III.   Data Collection Presentation - Department of Correction (DOC)
John Alves, Department of Correction designee on the council and Warden of Manson Youth Institution, introduced members of DOC, including: Director of Programs and Treatment, Monica Rinaldi; Superintendent of Schools, Angela Jalbert; Warden Kevin Gause (York CI); and Deputy Warden Karl Lewis. 
(Please see http://www.housedems.ct.gov/jjpocc/index.asp for full DOC presentation and digital recording.)

Monica Rinaldi stated that it was important to note that the presentation was not a representation of all programs occurring within the York and Manson Youth DOC facilities, just those pertaining to questions raised by the council prior to the meeting.  

The presentation covered the following topic areas: 

· 16 and 17 year old offenders within DOC

· Broken down by gender, sentenced vs. accused, and crime type

· Programs and services offered by DOC

· Mental health programs

· Sex offender programs

· Special management programs

· Addiction services

· DOC offered Core programs and Re-Entry services

· Ex. Thinking for a Change, Anger Management, Embracing Fatherhood

· DOC offered educational programs and employment programs

· Ex. Family Education and Parenting, jobs within institutions, job centers
· Data was presented regarding the number of youth that have been enrolled in programs from 10/1/2010 - 10/1/2011

· Unified School District #1 (USD #1) Educational Services are provided to students from age 14-60

· USD #1 Diploma Options:

· High School Diploma

· GED

· Credit Diploma Program (CDP)

· National External Diploma Program (NEDP)

· USD #1 offered career and technical education at MYI and York institutes

· Education programs offered from ages 14-17

· Regular education and special education services are available

· Instruction is provided in core areas: English, math, science, social studies, physical education and technology

· Schools are in session for a minimum of 900 hours per year

· Educational Barriers for USD #1

· Records are hard to access from prior schools

· USD #1 enroll as they arrive without records or background information

· USD #1 parental involvement

· Karl Lewis presented on issues relating to recidivism of all offenders under the age of 18 within DOC released in 2005.  He noted that the cohort consisted of all sentenced offenders and that age was determined by age of release. Additionally, recidivism as presented is defined under the four categories of: new arrest, new conviction, re-incarceration and re-incarceration on new offense.  The data presented was compiled and analyzed by Ivan Kuzyk of the Office of Policy and Management’s (OPM) Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Division (CJPPD)
· DOC made the following recommendations:
· Classroom size needs to be manageable and small teacher to student ratio

· Many students have been previously suspended or expelled and have a myriad of social, emotional and learning deficits. These students need to be followed closely by caring individuals

· A mechanism should be put in place to ensure that all students are enrolled back in school when returning from confinement, this should include parents and schools

Upon the conclusion of DOC’s formal remarks, Co-Chair Walker thanked DOC for their presentation and opened the floor up for questions. Discussion covered the following topics:
· Numbers and procedure for students on waiting list for services

DOC: Priority is by release date

· What housing options are available for youth considering that homeless shelters are most likely option for adults?

DOC: Housing is an issue that needs to be further addressed

· Who are programs offered to?

DOC: All individuals, and education is number one priority

DOC: Warden Alves is looking to offer programs during second shift and weekends

· DOC collaboration with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) for programs already offered by the state

· College credit programs available within DOC

· Current collaboration between DOC and State Department of Education to resolve some of the record sharing issues

· Is DOC trauma informed and are those services provided? What assessment is used to identify criminogenic needs?

DOC: will follow-up at the next meeting

· Does DOC offer trauma informed interventions for children/families?

DOC: will follow-up at the next meeting

· Does DOC offer different training offered for dealing with the adult population vs. the juvenile population?

DOC: No specialized training to DOC’s knowledge initially, but there are ongoing programs offered to staff regarding the development of the adolescent mind.

· The Council would like DOC to break down the recidivism data into 3 month periods and asked DOC to look at more recent recidivism data

· Average length of stay at MYI?

DOC: will follow-up at the next meeting

· Different diploma options available for higher education?

DOC: will follow-up at the next meeting

Rep. Walker thanked the Department of Corrections for their presentation and for sharing their data with the council.   
IV.   Review January Meeting and Adjournment
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 4, 2011. 
A motion was duly made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 3:32 PM.

Kenneth Barone
Council Administrator
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