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BLACK AND PUERTORICAN CAUCUS LEADERS PLEADING FOR 

FEDERAL HELP FOR PUERTO RICO 
Letter sent to CT’s Congressional Delegation Urging Support 

 
Leaders of the legislature’s Black and Puerto Rican Caucus (BPRC), Chair State Representative Christopher 

Rosario (D-Bridgeport) and vice chair, Rep. Brandon McGee (D-Hartford/Windsor), today sent a letter to 

Connecticut’s Congressional Delegation in Washington, DC pleading for federal help for Puerto Rico in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Maria which left total devastation on the island. 

 

According to reports coming from San Juan and the office of the governor, federal assistance has been slow in 

coming as the majority of the island continues to be in the dark with minimal basic essentials for residents’ daily 

survival. 

 

“I am urging our congressional delegation to prioritize Puerto Rico and rush immediate assistance as the condition 

on the island worsens from critical to almost becoming a humanitarian crisis,” Rep. Rosario said. “Our brothers 

and sisters there are lacking water, gas, and are running out of food. Many towns are yet to be reached or assessed 

and the days continue to go by. We need immediate help and attention from Washington as it is a moral and 

humane responsibility.” 

 

“Puerto Rico is currently on the brink of a humanitarian crisis and we must do everything in our power to help our 

fellow American citizens,” Rep. McGee said. “The island was unrecognizable after Hurricane Maria hit and 

residents have been struggling to find relief since. People have lost their homes, food is becoming scarce, and 

there aren’t many sources of drinkable water. Every day, there are more lives at risk and thus we must act with a 

sense of urgency. I strongly encourage the congressional delegation to help Puerto Rico and allow for the 

distribution of resources and aid as quickly as possible.” 

 

In the letter, the leaders are asking the congressional delegation to join NY Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez’ 

request to the Acting Homeland Security Director to make temporary regulatory changes on the Jones Act and 

Federal Matching Requirements and allow the island an opportunity to accelerate relief. 

 

Connecticut has already sent two C-130H cargo planes and seven additional Airmen from the 103rd Airlift Wing 

of the Connecticut National Guard to the Caribbean to continue assistance with Hurricane Maria recovery efforts.  

The unit, which departed from Bradley Air National Guard Base in East Granby, includes C-130H pilots, 

crewmembers, loadmasters, and maintainers. 

 

Letter is attached. 
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