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Rep. Rosati Randall: DEEP releases new policy for Mute Swans 

 
State Representative Christine Rosati Randall (D-Killingly, Plainfield) met with the 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) to follow up on the Mute Swan 
that was killed by DEEP this spring in Killingly. 
 
Rep. Randall delivered a petition from constituents to DEEP and requested information on any 
changes to DEEP policies that resulted from the Killingly incident. 
 
“I wanted to make sure DEEP recognized the extraordinary impact this event has had on the 
members of our community and beyond,” Rep. Randall said. “DEEP’s actions upset many 
people who considered the swan a longtime resident of Five Mile Pond and who have had fond 
memories growing up with the swan.” 
 
Rep. Randall learned that DEEP held and after-action meeting on May 19th attended by 
employees of DEEP’s Wildlife Division, Bureau of Natural Resources, and Commissioner’s 
Office. 
 
At the after-action meeting, DEEP’s Wildlife Division determined it will implement a protocol 
to address mute swans they determine to be aggressive. The protocol, according to DEEP, 
addresses threats to public safety and swans manifesting signs of disease or injury. The 
protocol incorporates the use of social media to inform boaters and paddlers about known 
nesting areas to avoid. 
 
“While I’m pleased that DEEP has developed a new protocol, I would like to continue the 
conversation to include something as simple as a warning sign in a swan’s nesting area. This 
step could protect the safety of boaters while averting the need to kill a bird and addle its eggs,” 
Rep. Randall said. 
 
****DEEP Swan Protocol Attached 





 


