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Rep. Cook Cheers Re-opening of Care 4 Kids Program 
Waitlisted families can now enroll in affordable child care program 

 
State Rep. Michelle Cook (D-Torrington) welcomed Governor Malloy’s announcement today 

that enrollment in the Care 4 Kids program has been re-opened, and the program will begin 

accepting families off its waitlist.  

 

Care 4 Kids provides subsidies to help working, low-income families afford child care, allowing 

parents to stay in the workforce and build economic security. For families to qualify for a 

subsidy offsetting part of their child care costs, the parent or parents must be working and they 

must be income-eligible, making less than 50% of the state median income. 

 

“Restoring Care 4 Kids funding in the state budget was a priority that I fought for, and I’m 

happy for the additional families in Torrington and throughout Connecticut that will now have 

access to quality child care,” Rep. Michelle Cook said. “Finding affordable child care is one of 

the biggest obstacles for working families trying to get ahead. Care 4 Kids has successfully 

enabled parents to continue working, pursue career goals, and achieve economic security.” 

 

“The opening of Care 4 Kids will help working families continue to be able to work and have a 

quality, affordable child care facility,” Mary Cecchinato, Director of Torrington Child Care 

Center said. “It not only helps families, but also helps Connecticut’s workforce by keeping 

people employed.” 

 

“For thousands of Connecticut’s hard working families, Care 4 Kids is a lifeline,” OEC 

Commissioner David Wilkinson said.  “Care 4 Kids is a two-generation program that enables 

parents to work while providing piece of mind that their children are safe and in quality care.  

Our highest priority is to reach and enroll as many working families in need of this support as 

our budget responsibly allows.” 

 

Care 4 Kids is funded by the federal and state government, and in 2016 new federal 

requirements increased program costs without providing additional funding. These changes 

forced the program to stop accepting most new families in late 2016. 
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