Item no.

1.00

Description

I would like some clarification on open ended corridors. First, a true
definition of an open ended corridor along with the requirements they
must follow. To put this into context, our department has been
reviewing the Vessel project. Which in our case is a three story R-2
building, that has two exterior exit stairways at each end of the
building The exterior exit stairways are not separated from these
open ended corridors. It appears that the IBC defines open ended
corridors as an interior corridor that is opened on each side to an
exterior stairway or ramp without no intervening doors or separation.
Unfortunately, there are not specific section to reference. That being
said, our applicant is claiming that these corridors will not need to be
sprinklered or have floor / ceilings that are rated. One area of the
code that mentions open ended corridor is section 1027.6 exception
#3. Which states that exterior exits stairways with no separations,
must have the entire building sprinklered along with corridor. Also
that 3.1 thru 3.5 must be met. Another question is 3.2. Corridors are
to comply with section 1020. Does that actually mean that corridors
are to follow section 708 Fire partitions. Which would make 708.4
continuity # 2 have to be enforced.

Response By

Danny Souza,
Building Official

Date

7/9/2025

Status

CLOSED




1.10

Chapter 2 defines OPEN-ENDED CORRIDOR as an

interior corridor that is open on each end and connects to an
exterior stairway or ramp at each end with no intervening doors or
separation from the corridor.

If this project is following the requirements of Section 1027.6,

exception 3, then yes, the corridor would require the installation of

an automatic sprinkler system, even though NFPA 13 excludes the OSBI 7/9/2025
corridor. Section 102.4.1 states in part that conflicts between this

code and a referenced standard, the provisions of the code shall

apply.

Since item 3.2 of 1027.6 requires compliance with Section 1020,
then one of the two attachment provisions of Section 708.4 shall be
followed if none of the exceptions are applicable.

CLOSED

2.00

Throughout our building code review of the Vessel project. One question

keeps coming up regarding if exterior corridors are required to have solid,

fire rated floor/ceiling assemblies. This building is a three story R-2 with 2B

construction. The corridors are by definition open ended corridors with no

separations between corridor and exterior exit stairways. In this situation

corridors are to follow section IBC 1020 and IBC 1027.6. Code does allow no

separation between the two means of egress components. If All Danny Souza,
requirements of 1027.6 exception #3 are met. Which 3.2 states that Building Official
corridors are to follow section IBC 1020. IBC 1020.2 leads into section 708

fire partitions. The real question is IBC 708.4. # 1, which states that the

underside of the floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling is to not have a lesser fire-

resistance rating than the fire partition walls. Your insight on this matter will

be helpful. Attached is some information of the project that might help with

understanding the situation.

7/17/2025

CLOSED




2.10

IBC Section 708.4 gives you two options for the top attachment of fire
partitions and several exceptions and the way the building is depicted
item 1 under section 708.4 would be applicable because the floor
grating is installed after the walls are constructed.

According to the drawings you submitted with your questions, this
project has open grate flooring and IBC Section 711.3.2 requires floor
assemblies to be continuous without vertical openings, except as
permitted by Section 712. The metal grating being used as the floor
assembly in the corridor on each level is considered to have multiple
vertical openings in it, and therefore those openings are required to
comply with Section 712. None of Subsections 712.1.1 through 712.1.6
or 712.1.8 through 712.1.16 are satisfied by the assembly, which
leaves 712.1.7 Atriums as the only viable prescriptive option.

The commentary to Section 711.3.2 states that the word “continuous”
was intended since a continuous floor assembly will resist smoke
migration. The use that 3.1 thru 3.5 must be met. Another question is
3.2. Corridors are to comply with section 1020. Does that actually
mean that corridors are to follow section 708 Fire partitions. Which
would make 708.4 continuity # 2 have to be enforced. Gonzalez of ICC
in his opinion of the application of this section. Atriums shall comply
with Section 404 which includes a sprinkler system, a fire alarm system
complying with Section 907.2.4.14, smoke control complying with
Section 909, and a 1-hour fire barrier separation from adjacent spaces
constructed according to Section 707.

OSBI

8/8/2025

CLOSED




3.00

After reviewing the latest submittals, along with our meeting with
Vessel s design team. It was confirmed that this design does not
have a hallway/ area separate from the bathroom/spa. This now has
brought up many questions especially egress. IBC 1016.2 # 4. States
. . i Danny Souza,
that no sleeping area is to egress through a bathroom and toilet o . 8/5/2025
. . . Building Official
room. The questions we have is even if doors do not lock and are to
be full glass panels. Will this still met the intent of the code.
Modification maybe needed and we are requesting an official
interpretation.

CLOSED

3.10

You are correct and this has been reviewed and responded to
Cheshire who had a similar question. This would be considered an
intervening space.
OSBI 8/5/2025
The first question regarding the modification would be, how far
along in construction are you and has the interior walls and
plumbing roughs already been installed?

CLOSED

4.00

. . . Danny Souza,
Email Interpretation request for the meaning of a bathroom. 11/20/2025

Building Official

CLOSED

4.10

Code clarification provided via email by OSBI in collaboration with
OSFM 0SBl 12/8/2025

CLOSED




