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REPRESENTATIVE SIMMONS COMMENDS GOVERNOR LAMONT FOR 

ASSISTING SMALL BUSINESSES WITH NEW GRANT PROGRAM  
Connecticut CARES Small Business Program to Give $5,000 Grants to Eligible Small Businesses and 

Nonprofits 

  

(HARTFORD, CT) – Chair of the Commerce Committee, Representative Caroline Simmons, 

commends Governor Lamont for announcing that he is creating the Connecticut CARES Small Business 

Grant Program to assist small businesses and nonprofits that have been impacted by the economic 

downturn caused by the global COVID-19 pandemic. The program will provide businesses and 

nonprofits in Connecticut that have fewer than twenty employees or a 2019 payroll of less than $1.5 

million with a one-time grant of $5,000. 

 

"We have heard from so many small businesses who are in need of grant funding right now to survive 

this pandemic," Rep. Simmons said. "This necessary aid will be the lifeline to many who are struggling 

to keep their doors open and maintain the ability to employ more than 730,000 people statewide." 

 

To fund the program, Governor Lamont is committing $50 million from the state’s Coronavirus Relief 

Fund, which utilizes federal CARES Act funding. The grants, run by the Department of Economic and 

Community Development, will aid 10,000 local businesses and non-profits, and can be used for nearly 

all regular business expenses, including new costs associated with COVID-19 compliance. 

 

"I commend the Governor for recognizing the importance of helping our local businesses and their 

owners who are at the heart of our community and look forward to working together on this critical 

effort to support our economy," Rep. Simmons said. "In the meantime, remember to do your part and 

shop local when you can." 

 

Grants will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis, with half of the funds dedicated to small 

businesses and nonprofits located in designated distressed municipalities. DECD estimates it will begin 

accepting online applications the week of November 9, and all of the funds are anticipated to be 

disbursed by December 30. More information can be found ct.gov/decd.  
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